
Algonquin Regional High School 

School Committee Principal Report 

September 2019 

 
Academic – Thank you to our many students who 

showed up for our fall musical production auditions!  The show 
had an overwhelming number of students try out for parts and 

production crew.  Also, thank 
you to the director and staff who 
worked to support this amazing 
opportunity for ARHS and the 
community!  DECA is both a 
wonderful club activity and an 
academic resource that supports 
learning throughout the school year and 
into the summer.  The DECA Officers met 
over the summer for teambuilding at APEX 
and kicked off the year by visiting business 

classes to explain the club, the events, and the benefits of participating in 
the club.   Algonquin DECA’s first club meeting was last week and we look 
forward to learning of their many successes for 2019-20!  World Language 
leveraged a wonderful resource, former ARHS Educator Mr. Levine, who is 
studying the Classics at BU as well as currently teaching a course!  Mr. 
Levine met with our Latin learners to review the benefits of studying and 
learning Latin and how this has impacted his career positively.  He expanded on the many career opportunities and real-life 
applications that learning Latin brings to our students! 
 

Activities & Clubs – Math Educator and 

Coach Patrick Galvin hosted the ARHS Summer Running 
Series again with 108 runners of all ages participating 
in the series!  The running series brings together two 
communities with a common focus of improving 
our wellness and community connections!  Great 
work all!  Our Freshman Orientation, this year on 
Monday, August 26, 2019, was a wonderful success for 
both our freshman families and our Algonquin community.  

Our freshman students worked with upper-class mentors 
during the day to learn the “ins and 
outs” of ARHS while building positive 
lasting connections with a dance later 
that night to celebrate!  Our freshman 
parents participated in an informational 
session that evening with Dr. Walsh and 
keynote speaker, ARHS School 
Psychologist Dr. Lipton.  Thank you to 
our orientation advisors Mrs. Braun and 
Mrs. Turner, as well as our student mentors, for 
organizing the student events and to the administration 
for a successful evening!  The Color Guard team is 
preparing for another fantastic season full of stellar 
performances of some new routines learned over the 
summer at Color Guard Camp.  They are enthusiastic to 
showcase their work at the first home football game on 
Saturday, September 21, 2019. 

 

   



Our Best Buddies Chapter met in the library after 
school to start the year strong with fun activities 
and positive energy!  The Algonquin pride, support 
for each other and commitment to the work was 
inspiring!  Our chapter was very busy over the 
summer, with three student leaders (Lauren 
Silva and Jordan Manousos, Co-Presidents of our 
chapter and post-graduate Kaleigh Barker who is 
our Inclusion Director) attending the 30th annual 
Best Buddies Leadership Conference at Indiana 

University.  Student leaders learned leadership skills necessary to support chapter work.  The 
purpose of the conference is to train student leaders in effective organization and communication to build a strong 
chapter.  (Photo of our Best Buddies chapter in the library and the opening ceremonies at the conference).  Thank you to Ms. Moulton 
for organizing our annual Activities Extravaganza last week (Thursday, September 12, 2019) in which all students can visit the many 
clubs’ booths during lunch to learn about club opportunities and clubs can recruit new members!  Encourage your student to join a 
club!   The Class of 2021 Steering Committee has announced their first event, a re-vamped Homecoming week! The class will sponsor a 
Spirit week leading up to Homecoming Weekend (September 27-29, 2019), culminating with the first-ever semi-formal Homecoming 
Dance on Friday evening. The Homecoming football game will be held on Saturday, September 28, 2020.  We welcome our officers for 
the class of 2022's sophomore year: Divy Shivashok as president, Juliette Pivioso as our returning vice president, Nicole Egizi as our 
treasurer, and Robert Hurley as our student council representative.  Our sophomore class has their dance set for Friday, November 15, 
2019 as a semi-formal!  The junior prom is approved and booked for Saturday May 22, 2021.  Let the dancing begin!  The Class of 2019 
(!!!), our seniors, have been in and out all summer having their senior photos taken here on campus along with preparing for their 
lives beyond #thawknation. The class officers and advisors have started the planning process for the exciting senior events and are 
mapping out a year full of fun and engaging opportunities.    

Athletics – This is an amazing time of year!  Our fall 

sports have continued their excellence with another 
phenomenal start.  Congratulations to all of our coaches, AD 
Mocerino and our almost 500 student-athletes on twenty-
one different teams for their T-Hawk sprit and T-Hawk 
pride.  We had multiple teams support and host youth 
clinics and camps such as but not limited to: Boys’ and Girls’ 
Basketball, Volleyball, Field Hockey, Cheerleading and Track.  
Shout out to Coach Patrick Galvin for a successful 2nd Annual 
Summer Running Series.  More of our coaching staff are 

now educators in the district and graduates, supporting continued connections and the community.  Welcome to Connor Henry JV2 
Boys Soccer, Mike Groccia and Brian Calnan Boys’ Golf coaches.  In addition to congratulations, a huge shout out to Varsity Boys’ 
Basketball Coach Brian Doherty for earning the MBCA Coach of Year.   Our students are performing equally stellar!  Let’s kick off with 
supporting our Athletic Council, T-Hawk of the Month work and Code Tomahawk.  The September T-Hawk of the month will be voted 
on this month and our Athletic Council is already working on Community Service Projects, Hall of Fame, updating policies, modelling 
leadership, and school spirit and supporting Game Management needs.  In addition to this great work, our fall captains have joined 
Athletic Council to foster shared leadership.  We are empowering our student athletes to get engaged with Code Tomahawk beyond 
athletics and now into our Fine and Performing arts and community events.  Our Athletic Council has 3 student leaders for the MIAA 
Ambassadors Program (Lucy Gauvin, Nick Alcock and 
Danielle Adams) to attend two leadership 
conferences this year.  Thank you to our Booster’s 
for supporting our Captains Breakfast (October 16, 
2019) as we foster leadership skills development 
and support.  Through some phenomenal 
department work and community collaboration, 
we have updated our weight room treadmills and 
incumbent bicycles that meets the needs of our 
Student Support, PE & Health, as well as athletics 
departments.  Our fall season has had some amazing wins 
and some great struggles to kick off a wonderful start.  
Both Boys and Girls Soccer tied their opening games; Field 
Hockey and Boys Golf started with wins!  Cross-country 
battled for the win with the Boys and the Girls came close!  
Looking forward to our football home opener and wishing the team best of luck.  



This year’s football motto, “WE all we got, WE all we need!”  As always, AD Mocerino and ARHS would like to thank the dedication of 
our Boosters, Central Office, Principal Walsh and ARHS administration, our Athletic Trainer, and Administrative Assistant Baburins!    

Department Updates 
 
Social Studies – The department has realigned resources and this year to offer two new 
opportunities for students, Positive Psychology and Race in America.  The team has also 
revamped the World History II course into the brand new World History Survey course.  
Our U.S. I un-leveled course is continuing into their second year and has already held a 
"Big Group" for students during class time and a “Big Group” for parents during Open 
House.  The department continues its ongoing professional development through the 
amazing revisions to their curriculum to meet the new Massachusetts frameworks as 
well as to expand global citizenship.   (Photo of Ms. Turner and Ms. Braun during parent 
“Big Group” with their student mentors.)  

 
Applied Arts & Technology – The Tiny 
Tomahawk Preschool, under the direction 
of Ms. Muise, began another successful 
year last week, with the first day of Tiny 
Tomahwak Preschool on Thursday, September 12, 
2019.  This delayed start provides the opportunity for our high 
school students to develop specific lessons 
around the pre-k age group and engage both 

age groups in hands on learning.  The opening day began with a parent and student 
orientation, followed by learning and development activities!  There is always joy and 
laughter coming from the Tomahawk Pre-K!  
 
Fine Arts – Our Photo I students partook in the WRKxFMLY project (through the Working 
Assumptions Foundation)!  Photographer and facilitator, Christine Hochkeppel, mentored our 
students throughout the photo project of documenting the intersection of work and family in 
their lives (our 2017 photos are in the rotunda with plans to update this work to our current 
2019 photos).  The 2019 Awards for Excellence have not been released; however, Adrianna Baldelli will have her work published 

through this program in which very few students have their work selected!  (Exhibit Label: The 
deer's face returns to its natural state under the careful hands of my father's artistry. The 
magnifying headgear gives him the advantage of recreating what was once there.)  This month’s 
principal report artwork (zentangle contour portraits) is brought to us by Sydney Vogel in Art II! 
 
Science – Department Chair Lorrie Zanini reports that both the Physics and Environmental Science 
Educators engaged in a collaborative professional development this past summer to develop a plan 
and resources for incorporating relevant Climate Change content into the junior Physics curriculum 
with some key topics focusing on: principles behind climate change, anthropogenic contributions to 

climate change, the carbon footprint, and climate change principals simulations.  The goal for students is to be empowered with 
knowledge on how to reduce their impact!  Our Physics Educators will weave this into the Electromagnetic Induction unit and 
Electromagnetic Radiation and Behaviors unit.  This is very exciting and real-life work!     
 
Guidance – Our guidance team created additional time during Freshman Orientation to work with students on their schedules as well 
as already reaching out to all grade levels to check in with students on how their year is going!  The team continues to leverage the 
many advantages of Canvas and iPASS to support communication between parents and students, as well as foster positive connections 
within the school community!  Thank you for all that you do guidance!  
 
Student Support & ESL – We are very excited to have the opportunity to work with Ms. Kate Clark, the 
NSRSD and ARHS Assistant Director of Student Supports!  She has been a positive addition to the school 
community offering a wealth of knowledge and instructional supports!  Thank you to Department Chair Ms. 
Rutigliano, School Psychologist Dr. Lipton and School Adjustment Counselor Ms. Davidson for coming in 
before the start of school to host a mini-freshman orientation.  The school year started smoothly and with 
much excitement for both students and staff (photo: Transition Learning Center (TLC) educators).   
 
World Language – Many of our Spanish Educators came together over the summer to realign resources and 
offer a new curriculum for our Level 3 Spanish students.  The team is using the Avancemos 3 texts which 



offers the opportunity for more relevant experiences for our students and advances our instructional practices.  In addition to the 
redistribution of resources, the World Language department has created a new opportunity for Spanish learners, History thru Film, in 
which Mrs. Steele will bring to life Spain’s history from 1961 to 2019, as well as Ancient America while continuously developing 
student reading, writing, listening and speaking skills in the course!  

 
Library – The library continues to be a mecca for clubs, activities, classes, and peers to all come 
together!  English educators Ms. Frantz, Ms. Coppens, and Mr. Czarnecki brought their classes down to 
participate in Biblio Speed Dating with the purpose of exposing students to a myriad of texts as well as to 
select a library section to “date” for their outside reading!   The library continues to offer fun games and 
outlets, such as but not limited to Tuesday Trivia (via Kahoot) and a new 
initiative of the “Ideal Bookshelf,” in which the library and community work to 
match teachers’ submissions to what is carried on the bookshelves.   

 
Physical Education & Health – Department Chair Mr. Mawson 
discussed the importance of developing lesson plans that promote 
student networking and failure so that students develop resiliency, 
the skills to take learning risks in a safe environment and improve 
communication and leaderships within their peer community.   Many of the initial lessons focus on 
building positive connections between peers as well as becoming familiar with the expectations of 
the Health and Fitness curriculum.  (Photos: 9 grade - Enjoying a game of pinball soccer, 11 grade 
– Untangling Activity, 11th grade – Ultimate Rock, Paper, Scissors).  
 
 
Math – Math Educator Ms. Ellen Marieni implemented an 
engaging lesson where her Algebra 2 Honors class students 

learned about and improved their understanding of 
number sets while also building positive connections 
between classmates, and all of this through a group 
matching game.  Math Educator Ms. Gwen Temte 
worked with students through a post-it 
note activity about learning styles and 
supported students advocating for their 
needs!   Shout out to Ms. Barry and her 
students for going through the working 
struggles to set goals and new 
expectations.   

 

English – We are hosting a Summer Reading Nonfiction 
Writing Contest for faculty and staff in conjunction with the student 

summer reading work!  Students will judge the faculty pieces on, “Everyone 
has a story to tell. Will you write yours?”  The first prize is the highly coveted Principal 

Dr. Walsh’s orange parking cone, followed by a duty-free week and the ultimate (potentially 
bedazzled) bathroom pass!  This is a wonderful opportunity for both students and faculty to foster 
connections around writing and storytelling!  Thank you to the English department for bringing us this 

amazing opportunity and highly valued prizes!  
 

 
Administration – As we stand on the precipice of new learning adventures and social opportunities, I challenge every one of us to 
take a mindful moment to say “hello” and learn something new about a fellow T-hawk.  We are as strong and successful as ever; this 
is because of the constant active work to build and foster a community where positive intentions are always the norm and being 
present in the learning for future application is our expectation.   Along that same theme, I challenge each of us to learn a new story 
about a peer, a faculty member, a community member and be able to retell that same story through the original perspective to 
better understand and develop the necessary empathy to continue to flourish and grow!   
 

Welcome to a wonderful new and exciting year! 


